combat itself almost completely absent. The book focuses primarily on women’s
reasons for joining the movements, and very little on what they do once they
sign up. It may be that this accurately reflects the way in which women recalled
their own stories, but even so it warrants some attention on behalf of the author.
Kampwirth may address combat more explicitly in a second book she has in the
works, “Feminism and Other Revolutionary Legacies.”

The real strength of the book lies in the use of interview data to illustrate
broader patterns. The stories people tell will fascinate undergraduate students
and academics alike. The book does an excellent job explaining the logic behind
each of the factors she includes and spelling out the implications they have for
women’s activism. As a theory of revolutionary recruitment, it is perhaps too
comprehensive in that it tells us little about what factors do not lead to women's
organizing. In terms of political factors, for example, women’s activism is
facilitated both by state repression (in the cases of Nicaragua and El Salvador)
and by state cooptation (in the case of Chiapas).

The book is written in a lucid and engaging style. Kampwirth manages to
write for experts and novices alike. She defines her terms clearly and takes
nothing for granted in terms of what she expects her readers to be familiar with.
Kampwirth also engages the existing literature closely, critically assessing
the conventional wisdom about women’s participation and revolutionary
movements in general.

Lisa Baldez Washington University, St. Louis

DARLENE RIVAS: Missionary Capitalist, Nelson Rockefeller in Venezuela.
Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 2002.

In recent years, many writers have examined the foreign interests of Nelson
Rockefeller, as well as those of the larger Rockefeller family. How should one
view the historic legacy of the Rockefeller family interests abroad? Should one
regard Nelson Rockefeller as a self-serving figure, ruthlessly exploiting the
Third World and Latin America in order to advance his own narrow business
interests? Or, should one see him as an enlightened businessman, generously
attempting to lift Latin American countries from poverty? In addressing these
questions, scholars have adopted a number of approaches. Some studies, such
as Edward Berman’s The Influence of the Carnegie, Ford, and Rockefeller
Foundations on American Foreign Policy: The Ideology of Philanthropy,



have dealt with the intersection between Rockefeller interests and wider US
hegemony abroad. Other books examine the particular contours of Rockefeller
Foundation programs, as in the case of Marcos Cueto’s Missionaries of
Science, The Rockefeller Foundation and Latin America. Armando Solorzano,
for example, suggests that the Rockefeller Foundation, through its public
health campaigns in Mexico, was able to reverse anti-US sentiment, while
Deborah Fitzgerald examines the cultural dimension of Rockefeller Foundation
agricultural programs in Mexico and the export of US agricultural models.

One country which has been neglected in the literature on Rockefeller has
been Venezuela. This is odd, given the enormous importance of Venezuela in
terms of Rockefeller’s overseas investments. As early as 1936, Rockefeller
became involved in Venezuela through his investment in Creole Petroleum,
a Venezuelan subsidiary of Standard Oil. Later, in the 1940s and ‘50s, he
organized a number of ambitious development projects in Venezuela. Darlene
Rivas, in her new study on Nelson Rockefeller in Venezuela, paints a complex
and subtle portrait of the infamous US magnate. An informative book, it is the
first to deal systematically with Rockefeller’s activities in this South American
nation. Her study will appeal not only to US and South American scholars
of Nelson Rockefeller, but also to business historians, cultural historians, and
scholars interested in US-Latin American relations as a whole. In many ways.
Rivas has taken her cue from another recent study, The Rich Neighbor Policy,
Rockefeller and Kaiser in Brazil, by Elizabeth Cobbs, which examines Nelson
Rockefeller’s agricultural programs in Brazil and how they related to the wider
objectives of US foreign policy. Like Rivas, Cobbs also looks at the activities
of Nelson Rockefeller as a private businessman. Cobbs argues that Nelson
Rockefeller represented a particular strain of American business thought after
World War II which recognized that US capitalism had to reconcile with Third
World nationalism. Also like Rivas, Cobbs looks at Rockefeller’s development
programs from an economic and cultural standpoint.

Rivas inclines towards a more complex view of Rockefeller, writing that
“Rockefeller was not some stereotypical and cartoonish robber baron hiding
behind a mask of liberal Republicanism. The ‘missionary capitalist’ was full
of contradictions —idealistic, ambitious, rash, far-sighted, concerned, callous,
empathetic, and detached, among other qualities.” These contradictions, Rivas
goes on to say, all formed part of a “broader US interest in reforming capitalist
behavior and nurtured by the early cold war.” Americans, Rivas states, thought
other nations should receive US know-how, in this case respect for dignity of
individual workers and farmers, technical expertise, efficiency, and rationality.
Rockefeller, then, through his ‘missionary’ efforts in Venezuela, was only
tapping into a broader mood, shared by an elite corporate leadership and later



by a broader spectrum of Americans, that stressed ‘people-to-people’ nation
building. It may be true, as Rivas asserts, that Rockefeller considered himself
a secular missionary; however, Charlotte Dennett and Gerard Colby have
shown in Thy Will Be Done: The Conquest of the Amazon, Nelson Rockefeller
and Evangelism in The Age of Oil that the Rockefeller family long supported
evangelical missionaries who had operations in Latin America. It is curious,
given the title of her book, that Rivas does not at least attempt a short discussion
about this connection.

The new view, which appealed to ‘do-gooders’ and included business
experts as well as applied scientists, preceded the Peace Corps and Alliance for
Progress. Traditionally, Rivas states, scholars seeking to explain Latin American-
US relations have focused upon over-arching theories such as Dependency or
World Systems. Such theories, argues Rivas, are inadequate in attempting to
explain Nelson Rockefeller and his work in Venezuela. Though she does not
offer an alternative paradigm herself, Rivas argues that the story of Rockefeller
in Venezuela suggests a more complex and multi-faceted US-Latin American
relationship. Rivas suggests that though Rockefeller tried to extend the liberal
US order to Latin America, yet “the hegemony’s resources and attention to
Latin America were limited, and both motivations for policies and the actual
impact of policies were more complex than the current dominant theories would
have one believe.” More fundamentally, argues Rivas, traditional theories have
tended to emphasize the role of the state and US actions while neglecting the
role of private actors as well as Latin Americans themselves.

Rivas, who has drawn upon documentation from the Rockefeller archive,
does a good job of describing how Rockefeller’s economic vision for Latin
America dovetailed with political and cultural considerations. Early on, during
a trip to Venezuela, Rivas explains, the young Rockefeller observed the fenced-
in compounds of Creole, where foreigners lived in isolation from the rest of
the population. The company employed few Venezuelan nationals in high
positions, and American employees made little effort to learn Spanish. The
incident, Rivas goes on to say, left a deep psychological imprint on Rockefeller.
In later chapters, the author describes how Rockefeller attempted to mend
fences in Latin America and overcome the legacy of companies like Creole.
Rockefeller initiated cultural and propaganda programs in Latin America on
behalf of US government interests during World War II. Such cultural efforts
were complemented by Rockefeller’s non-profit development program in
Venezuela, the AIA (American International Association), consisting of
nutrition and agricultural development programs. Though the AIA ran into
political and cultural difficulties in Venezuela, Rivas argues that it did succeed
in improving the quality of many Venezuelans’ lives. Rivas is somewhat



more circumspect about Rockefeller’s for profit ventures, that included a fish
company, dairy projects, farms, and a food distribution company, which ran
into economic problems and were not always culturally attuned to the needs of
Venezuelan farmers.

Nikolas Kozloff CUNY, Brooklyn College

JEAN BESSON: Martha Brae’s Two Histories: European Expansion and
Culture-building in Jamaica. Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina
Press, 2002.

Jean Besson’s monograph, Martha Brae's Two Histories: European
Expansion and Culture-building in Jamaica, is a welcome addition to Caribbean
studies by an anthropologist whose seminal articles have been foundational to
the study of the region for a generation of social scientists.

Besson, a Jamaican anthropologist teaching at Goldsmiths College at the
University of London, has devoted three decades of meticulous fieldwork
to the rural areas of Trelawny parish on Jamaica’s northern coast. The fruits
of her labors are reflected in this book, which presents a richly-textured and
multi-faceted portrait of Jamaican village life over two centuries. Like Sidney
Mintz, the American anthropologist who wrote the forward, Besson is a
very historically-minded anthropologist, as interested in economic processes
and political context as she is in family organization and kinship. Her work
relies on at least three methodologies —ethnography, oral history and archival
research— which she handles with great fluency and effectiveness. Such a multi-
faceted approach is required for her purpose, which is nothing less than the
reconstruction of two centuries of peasant existence in a hamlet on Jamaica’s
north coast. Such a reconstruction, in its typicality, can serve as illustrative of
agrarian life for subaltern classes throughout the Anglophone Caribbean.

The challenges that lie in the way of such a task are many and exist on at least
two levels. In the first place, Caribbean territories like Jamaica were developed
to produce sugar with slave labor, and so traditional historical sources tend to
contain more material on the plantation system than on peasant cultivation.
Yet the peasant side of the Jamaican economy was not only significant in
material terms, but vastly important in cultural ways as well. The process of
cultural mixing and transformation known as creolization, that has come to
define West Indian identity, could never have happened without the existence



